
A note from Mrs Beardsley 
We hope everyone had an enjoyable half-term break. It has been wonderful to see so many smiling faces back 
in school! The children have shown great enthusiasm for learning this week as they begin exploring their new 
topics and sharing what they already know. 
Please look out for this term’s homework and support your child in continuing to build on their knowledge at 
home. This is a vital part of the learning process as it reminds children about their learning in school and helps 
the learning to stick! We are looking forward to seeing all their fantastic achievements over the coming weeks! 

Are you looking for a School or Nursery space from 2 years 
old for September 2026 or do you know another family who 
are?  

We are holding two open days on 
Tuesday 18th November & Wednesday 26th 

November 
Please call the office to book a space  

If you are unable to make the open day, personal tours are 
available. 

Children in Need Friday 14th 
November 
 
A reminder next Friday 14th 
November is Children in 
Need Children are welcome 
to come to school dressed either in spots or 
pyjamas for a suggested donation of £1. 

KS1 Box modelling  
Could we please ask for any 
box modelling supplies that 
you may have in your recycling 
at home? Any small boxes, 
tubes etc. would be very much 
appreciated for our model 
making and creative work over 

the year. 

READING  
Library visits are beginning this term for all of 
the children to have an opportunity to visit 
Stapleford library. Your class teacher will give 
you further information about the date that 
your class will be going. All on the visits are on 
a Monday afternoon. If your child has a library 
card they can bring it along and they will be 
able to select books to bring home. If you are 
free, we will be asking for parent/Grandparent 
volunteers to accompany us. Thanks in 
advance! 

 

Toys Past and Present 
 
Please be aware the Toys Past and 
Present day for KS1 is now Wed 12th 
November. 
Payments can be made via the 
schoolmoney app alternatively cash 
via the school office.  

 
Thank you for your support in making sure that your child attends every day and is in 
school ready for teaching by 8.45am. If your child is unable to attend due to an unplanned 
absence, please contact the Office by 9.15am. We understand that it can be tricky 
deciding whether to keep your child off school when they are unwell. Please click on the 
link below for up to date guidance and support from the NHS: 
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/ 

 
We have had a great week back with the children having lots of fun back with their friends. 
We will be holding more theme nights this half-term keep your eyes peeled for the flyers. 
 

 

www.williamlilley.notts.sch.uk     www.facebook.com/WilliamLilleySchool @WilliamLilley20 

 

William Lilley Infant and Nursery School 
We are a nurturing, inspirational family who are determined to succeed. 
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Calendar 2025-2026 

Date Event Time Who? 

 

Tuesday 11th Novemember 

 

 

5 Year olds Dental 

Survey 

 

 

13.00 

 

5 Year Olds 

 

Wednesday 12th November 

 

 

Toys Past & Present 

 

All day 

Kingfishers 

Flamingos 

Puffins 

 

 

Friday 14th November 

 

 

Children in Need 

 

All Day 

 

Whole school 

 

Tuesday 18th November 

 

 

Nursery & Reception 

Open Day 

 

Sessions throughout the 

day 

 

Presepective Parents 

September 2026 

 

 

Wednesday 26th November 

 

 

Nursery & Reception 

Open Day 

 

Sessions throughout the 

day 

 

 

Presepective Parents 

September 2026 

 

Wednesday 3rd December 

 

 

Individual School 

Photos 

 

 

Throughout the day 

 

Whole school 

 

Friday 12th December  

 

 

Rock Steady Concert 

 

14.30 

 

 

 

Inset day Friday 5th December 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Year Group News 

Early Years Foundation Stage (2 Year olds, F1 and F2) 

 

Key Stage One (Year 1 and 2) 

 

 

 

The Brilliant Butterfly and Lovely Ladybird children have settled back in brilliantly after 

their half term break and have enjoyed our Autumn themed week based on the story of 

Leaf Man.  They really enjoyed going on an Autumn walk and looking for signs of 

Autumn.  They have also enjoyed learning all about Bonfire night and why we celebrate 

this at this time of year.  The children have now been split into 2 different phonics 

groups with Mrs Young and Mrs Barker.  They have enjoyed 

learning as a mixed group and have loved writing their sounds 

in their phonic books.  The children also really enjoyed their 

first PE session and did really well getting changed 

independently.  

Our new topic is called ‘Cultural Explorers’ and next week we 

will be starting our new text ‘Rama and Sita’ which explains all 

about the celebration of Diwali (the festival of light).  This is 

also our Talk for Writing text so the children will be creating 

story mountains and class story maps over the next few weeks.   

 

In maths we will be focusing recognising and ordering the numbers 1-5 using a range of 

resources, and in our topic work we will be learning about the customs and traditions of 

the Hindu celebration of Diwali.  

 

Mrs Young’s phonic group 

The children in Mrs Young’s phonic group will be bringing home a blending book to 

read, they already are really good at using ‘Fred Talk’ read the word.  This is when they 

say each sound as they point to it and the read the whole word.    

Mrs Barker’s phonics group.  

The children in Mrs Barkers’ phonic group will be coming home with a QR code that will 
allow them access to lots of directed ‘Fred talk’ games and sounds.  
 
Busy Bees We are really impressed with how well the children have settled back into 
nursery after the half term holiday. They have remembered all of our rules and 
routines. This week we have started our new topic on ‘Celebrations’ by looking at 
Bonfire Night and talking about our holidays. We created fireworks with chalk and lots 
of glitter. Over the next few weeks, we will be looking at different celebrations and 
talking about how they celebrate at home with their families.  

 

Next week we will be talking about ‘Autumn’ and how the 
environment has changed. We will be reading the book ‘We’re Going 
on a Leaf Hunt’ and going on our own leaf hunts. The children will be 
creating lots of autumnal pictures and animals.  
Please don’t forget that we do go outside every day, so children will 
need warm coats and wellies. We would really like to hear back from 
you about parents evenings so if you have a letter, we’d love to have 
it returned.  

 

Creative Caterpillars.  

We have been looking at the connecting schema this week. Our song this week has 

been ring a ring a roses. It has been brilliant to hear our words of the term being used in 

lots of different contexts. What a super start to the half term and we look forward to 

starting lots of festive crafts.  

 

It has been lovely to welcome the children 

back after the half-term holiday. We have 

all been really pleased with how well the 

children have settled back into class. This 

week we have launched our new topic, 

‘Surprise Surprise’.  

 

As part of our topic, we will be visited by 

‘Tommy Top Hat’ on Wednesday, as we 

look at toys from the past. All of the 

children will also get an opportunity to 

make a toy. Children are allowed to bring 

in a toy as part of this special day, no 

electronics or expensive toys, please. Also 

during topic lessons next week the 

children will continue to learn about the 

properties of materials. 

 

In Maths, the Year 1 children will be 

looking at the composition of numbers, 

finding missing numbers, and solving 

problems involving missing numbers. The 

Year 2 children will continue to learn 

about multiplication and division. 

 

The children will continue to use talk for 

writing to retell ‘Toy Story.’ We will be 

creating our own versions of the story. 

There will be a focus on grammar, 

including the use of conjunctions and 

adjectives. 

 



 

                                        

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


