
  

A note from Mrs Beardsley  
We are so proud of the hard work and enthusiasm our students continue to show each day. Thank you to all the 
families who attended Parents’ Evening and took the time to learn more about your child’s progress and achievements. 
Your support and partnership make a real difference. I am sure you will agree that the children are making excellent 
progress throughout our small, caring school, where every child is truly known, valued, and celebrated.  Have a 
wonderful, safe and relaxing February half term and we look forward to seeing you back in school on 24th February! 

INSET day 
A reminder that Monday 23rd 
February is INSET day.   
 
School is closed to all pupils. We 
reopen on Tuesday 24th February. 

Afterschool clubs 
A new set of afterschool clubs will be starting w/c 
2nd March and will run for 4 weeks 
Mondays Write Dance with Mrs Barker 
Tuesdays Drama with Mrs Belcher 
Thursday Athletics with Mr Dillon (Sports coach) 
Look out for bookings after half term. 

Parent Questionnaire 
 
Our Governors have asked that all parents 
complete a parent questionnaire.  This is 
completed each year and gives us an 
opportunity to see what we are doing well 
and reflect on improvements that can be 
made.  We would be very grateful if you 
could complete this.  Please scan the QR 
code. Thank you. 

READING  

A huge THANK YOU to everyone that managed to visit 

the school book fair this week. Your purchases have 

enabled school to buy new diverse, high quality books 

for our school library and class reading areas. 

 
Vacancies 
Join our warm and nurturing infant and nursery setting, where every child is truly known, 
valued, and celebrated as an individual. We have a number rare opportunities to come 
and join the team here at William Lilley.  If you want to genuinely make a difference to 
children’s growth and development.  If you are driven and able to support children to 
excel.  We need you! Please visit www.williamlilley.notts.sch.uk > about us > vacancies 

Teaching assistant 
As a SEND Teaching Assistant, you will 
play an integral role in supporting 
young children with SEND to flourish in 
all aspects of their learning and 
development. Working closely with a 
dedicated team, you will help create 
an inclusive environment where every 
child feels seen, supported, and 
inspired to reach their full potential. If 
you are caring, committed, and 
passionate about early years 
education, we would love to hear from 
you. 

Senior Midday 
This is a wonderful opportunity to become 
part of our fabulous, supportive team, helping 
to create a calm, happy and safe lunchtime 
experience for our youngest learners. The 
successful candidate will lead our midday 
team with warmth and professionalism, 
promoting positive play, good manners and 
children’s wellbeing both in the dining hall 
and on the playground. If you are caring, 
organised and passionate about supporting 
children in a setting where relationships 
matter and every child is valued, we would 
love to hear from you. 

Supply Midday 
If you have a little time to spare we would 
love to welcome you to join our lovely 
team as supply Midday Supervisors. This 
role is a wonderful way to be part of the 
school day—supporting our children at 
lunchtime, helping them play, and making 
sure they feel happy and cared for. If you 
enjoy being around children and want to 
contribute to our school community, we 
would be delighted to hear from you. 
 

Attendance 
 
The winner for this half-term for attendance are the…PERSEVERING 

PUFFINS…with a total class attendance of over 94%, closely followed by another 

Key Stage 1 class, the CURIOUS KINGFISHERS!  

 
 

 

What a wonderful half term we have had. We hope you all have a restful half term and we look forward to seeing you 
back on Tuesday 24th February. 
Don’t forget to book for after half-term via the school money app. 

www.williamlilley.notts.sch.uk  www.facebook.com/WilliamLilleySchool williamlilleyinfantnursery 
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We are a nurturing, inspirational family who are determined to succeed. 
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Calendar 2025-2026 

 

Date Event Time Who? 

 

Thursday  5th March 

 

World Book Day 

 

All Day 

 

Whole school 

 

 

Friday 20th March 

 

Rockysteady 

 

2pm 

 

 

 

Friday 27th March 

 

 

Autism Day 

 

All Day 

 

Whole School 

Half-Term : Monday 16th February- Friday 20th February 

INSET Day Monday 23 February 

SCHOOL REOPENS: Tuesday 24th February 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Year Group News 

Early Years Foundation Stage (2 Year olds, F1 and F2) 

 

Key Stage One (Year 1 and 2) 

 

 

 

What an exciting and enriching week we have had in Reception! The children have 
been eager to learn and have embraced every opportunity with positivity and 
curiosity. 
 
This week, we were very fortunate to welcome some special visitors into school, 
including firefighters and doctors. The children were fascinated to learn about 
how they help people in our community and keep us safe. The firefighters showed 
the children their equipment, including the hose, and explained how it is used to 
put out fires. The children were even able to go inside the fire engine, which was a 
very exciting experience for everyone! 
 
When the doctors visited, the children learned about how they care for people 
when they are unwell. They had the opportunity to look at and use equipment 
such as a stethoscope and enjoyed listening to each other’s heartbeats. This 
hands-on experience helped the children to better understand the important role 
doctors play in keeping us healthy. 
 
The children listened beautifully to our visitors and asked thoughtful questions, 
showing great interest and engagement. These real-life experiences have really 
helped to bring our learning to life. 
 
In Talk for Writing, we have been busy innovating our story, The Jolly Postman. 
The children have been thinking of their own ideas to change parts of the story, 
including new characters and different letters. It has been wonderful to see their 
creativity shine as they retell and adapt the story with growing confidence. 
 
In Maths, we have been focusing on growing the number 7. The children have 
explored different ways to make 7 using practical resources such as cubes and 
counters. They have been finding pairs of numbers that combine to make 7 and 
explaining their thinking using mathematical language. It has been great to see 
their confidence deepen as they strengthen their understanding of number. 
 
We are very proud of the children’s enthusiasm and positive attitudes towards 
their learning this week. Thank you, as always, for your continued support. 
 
Busy Bees and Creative Caterpillars 
 
What an exciting week we have had this week! We started the week with a visit 
from Stapleford firefighters. We explored the fire engine and had a go at squirting 
the hose! We have also had a visit from an A&E doctor who told us all about his 
working day and what he does to help people. He let everyone listen to their heart 
beats using the stethoscope.  
In phonics we have continued to work hard on our listening skills. We have also 
worked hard listening to the syllables in the words and using the tambourine, 
drums and clapping to tap out the sounds in our names.  
In maths we have explored weight and have been thinking about items that are 
heavy and light. We turned ourselves into human scales and used our hands to 
show if an item was heavy or light. 
 
The Creative Caterpillars have been exploring the enclosing schema and have 
enjoyed their Hokey Cokey rhyme of the week! They also got to see the fire engine 
and climb aboard!  
 

Wow, the end of another topic. The children 

have produced some fantastic work over the 

term. They planned, made, and evaluated 

bridges in their DT sessions and wrote some 

fantastic portal stories based on ‘The Lion, The 

Witch and The Wardrobe’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 We are 

looking 

forward to 

starting our 

new topic, 

Furry, 

Feathery Friends. On Wednesday of the first 

week (25.2.26), we will be visited by lots of 

different animals in our Animal Roadshow. 

Please see the School Money app for the 

details. 

 

In our topic lessons we will be exploring the art 

of Robert Oxley, asking questions and making 

observations about his paintings and the 

techniques that he uses. Our animal theme will 

continue in English as we use a story map to 

retell our talk for writing version of ‘Owl 

Babies’. The children will learn about losing and 

finding stories. 

 

In maths the Year 1 children will be recalling 

number facts, including number bonds to 10, 1 

more, and 1 less. They will be using known 

number facts to answer addition and 

subtraction questions. The Year 2 children will 

be learning to recognise British money and 

understand the value. They will be using coins 

to create totals and find amounts. 

 
 



1.✅ How to take part 

1. Register for free at      
www.rebelrangers.com 
2. Visit all the participating attractions, 
in any order, from 13 February 
3. Unlock a digital challenge at each 
site 
4. Collect digital badges as you go 
5. Complete all six to be entered into 
the prize draw 

 

http://www.rebelrangers.com/


 

 

 

 

 



 


